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Spectrum Printing Taps Konica Minolta  
MGI JETvarnish 3DS To Help Offer  
“Something Special” To Customers 

 
CHALLENGE: George E.B. Stewart founded Spectrum Printing in Tucson, AZ in 
July of 1986. Over 31 years, the business has grown to a full service digital and offset 
commercial printing company and has become a one stop shop for a full range of printing, 
mailing and direct mail marketing solutions. The company has a great reputation and is 
known for state of the art processes delivering the highest quality products. Such  
commitment to quality and customer satisfaction has brought Spectrum Printing several 
local and industry awards including “Superior Craftsmanship,” “Best  Art Reproduction,”  

“Best of Digital Print,” etc.

“We’re always looking for different ways to add 
value to the jobs for our clients,” said the founder 
of the progressive commercial print shop. To 
continue to innovate and remain on the cutting 

edge of technology, George wanted to offer his customers products that no other competitor 
could. He wanted a marketable point of difference for his 30-employee business.

“There was a little customer demand in the sense that spot UV was a request that we 
received from time to time but there were no viable alternatives in Tucson to get it done – 
especially for the shorter runs,” Stewart noted. “There were always the traditional ways of 
applying spot varnish, embossing and foil stamping but nothing that really made economic 
sense for the types of jobs that we were doing.”

SOLUTION: To meet his objectives, Stewart considered two vendors’ products –  
one of which was Konica Minolta’s MGI JETvarnish 3DS with iFOIL S. The other option 
printed on large sheets and was much more expensive, so it was quickly ruled out.  
Then his team attended the Graph Expo trade show in 2015 where the  
MGI JETvarnish 3DS was featured. Spectrum Printing already had a  
relationship with Konica Minolta with digital equipment. A number of  
meetings followed, examining print samples, discussing configurations,  
and analyzing the market potential. Ultimately, a visit to MGI  
was scheduled for final testing with Spectrum’s Production Manager,  
Ken Huizenga. After more discussions and testing, The MGI  
JETvarnish 3DS with iFOIL S was installed in April 2016.

According to Ken, the staff experienced a three to six-month  
learning curve to grow familiar with such an innovative technology  
in their midst. During that time, they were able to do some  
experimentation as well as create a number of marketing  
collateral pieces for their own use.

“Having the MGI JETvarnish 

3DS keeps us unique and 

ahead of our competition. 

We’re able to offer  

something special to our 

clients. Now it’s up to us to 

take it out to the market  

and realize some of the 

potential it actually has.”

George E.B. Stewart 
Founder,  

Spectrum Printing

http://kmbs.konicaminolta.us/kmbs/technology/production-print/industrial-printing/mgi-ifoil-s-hot-foil-stamping
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TECHNOLOGY: 
• MGI JETvarnish 3DS with iFOIL S

“This gave us nice materials to take to customers and prospects, tell them we have this 
great new product, and show them how much it could add in value to their projects,” 
Huizenga said.  “The technology is excellent. The potential is excellent. We haven’t lost  
any jobs to spoilage or to any kinds of defects, and our own abilities are growing with  
this technology.”

“The ability to create 3D effects and texture was very important as another option that we 
could add to our list of services to clients,” Stewart said. “And, of course, the foil aspect 
was a very exciting feature as well. So, while we had traditional foil with a die, we felt  
that this was a way for the shorter run jobs to be able to be foiled at a price point that 
made sense.”

BENEFITS: The staff has certainly enjoyed having the MGI JETvarnish 3DS as a 
resource. Uma deSilva, Marketing Manager, said, “I was very excited when I saw our first 
design emerge from the MGI. It was a very big “Wow!” factor.  It has been a great  
promotional tool for us. It has won the company regional and national awards.”

“Having the MGI JETvarnish 3DS keeps us unique and ahead of our competition,” Stewart 
said. “We’re able to offer something special to our clients. Now it’s up to us to take it out 
to the market and realize some of the potential it actually has.”

Of Spectrum Printing’s relationship with Konica Minolta, Stewart said, “They have been 
very responsive and it has been a very good experience overall. In fact, had it not been  
for Konica Minolta’s involvement with the MGI product, I don’t believe that it would have 
gone as well as it has to date. It’s a partnership effort that has not gone unnoticed and  
very much appreciated. The fact that we can work with essentially anyone up and down 
the food chain at Konica Minolta to help us be as successful as we possibly can is a real 
plus. That’s terribly important and rare in this day and age.”

Konica Minolta worked with Spectrum Printing to complete the shop’s G7 certification, 
which has provided additional benefits, certifying the shop as having a color expert to 
provide accurate, high-quality color to customers.

RESULTS: The return on investment with the  
MGI JETvarnish 3DS for Spectrum Printing reads like any  
printer’s wish-list:

• Increased average order size
• Increased average margin
• Increased quote conversion versus print-only
• Gained new customers
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